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The Ashford Town Centre Partnership 
is a not for profit organisation whose 
objective is to promote and represent the 
business community of the  town centre.   

We hope you will consider  becoming a 
member and in so doing, the Partnership 
can form a stronger voice representing 
Ashford business on important issues.   

It will also enable us to pursue and    
develop initiatives and promote the town 
where your business operates. By   
working in partnership, so much more 
can be achieved. We can’t always make 
change on our own, so it’s good to have 
the strength of an organisation dedicated 
to the well being of the town centre at 
your service. 

By becoming a member, you will enjoy 
exclusive benefits, opportunities and  
offers  through partnership working.      

As a member your business will have 
access to information on the latest news 
on town developments and members are 
privileged with: 

• Invitations to exclusive town centre     
business events and forums 

• Contribution to initiatives and ideas 
through our working groups on    
issues and matters which affect you  

• Use of the Partnership to lobby   
government agencies appropriately 

• A Partnership window sticker to   
promote your business as a member 
of the Partnership 

You’ll also enjoy a great range of    
member benefits as below together with 
a range of  advertising and marketing 
benefits shown in the right hand panel  

• FREE production of a radio        

commercial (based on one voice 
worth £170 +VAT), when you book a 
kmfm radio campaign; and a special 
studio tour with the Breakfast      
presenters 

• FREE use of the ‘Heart’ Studios as 

an unusual meeting location 

• 10% Discount off the Corporate 

Rate at the Stour Centre with many 
additional benefits 

• A Free Business advisory session 
with Kent Invicta Chamber of    
Commerce 

• An opportunity to offer your benefits 
or discounts to fellow members 

To become a member, simply complete 
and return the form on the reverse. 

Event marketing can only take place with 
partnership funding.  Private and public 
sector funding secured the 2008 Winter 
Festival and Festive Lights  event.  Both of 
which  attracted  a 40% rise in footfall.   

Visits to our town dedicated web site during 
the July 2009 Summer Sounds events   
increased by 20,000 to a staggering 52,000 
visits.   (pic Summer Sounds - Folk Day 2009) 

These statistics prove event marketing 
works and your membership fee helps to 
ensure continued success for Ashford.  

EVENT MARKETING 

ENJOY THE BENEFITS OF PARTNERSHIP WORKING  

ADVERTISING BENEFITS 
 
Maximize your business potential by 
taking advantage of the following 
advertising opportunities: 

• FREE online advertising on 
www.ash fo rd . townta lk .co .uk     
currently averaging 30,000 hits per 
month and growing fast.  Exclusive 
rates for members for web ‘banner’ 
advertising 

• 30% Discount for advertising in the 
K e n t  M e s s e n g e r  G r o u p              
(22 publications) 

• 30% Discount on advertising on 
w w w . l o c a l l i f e . c o . u k ,  a                
rapidly growing online community        
directory 

• 15% Discount on hire of town  
centre promotional spaces 

• 10% Discount on radio advertising 
with ‘Heart’ and use of Bluetooth 
marketing 

• Priority advertising opportunities in 
‘Town Talk’ and Ashford town 
guides 

MARKETING BENEFITS 

We make best use of membership 
contribution, producing appropriate 
marketing material and hosting 
events.  Our annual events and  
marketing activity  will include; live 
music as part of the  Summer 
Sounds Festival; Ashford’s Got   
Talent; Festive Family Fun Day and 
Light Switch on; all new town guides 
and promotional material to benefit 
the town centre.  All of these will 
increase footfall and awareness of 
Ashford.  

MEMBERSHIP PACK 

Our ‘Membership Pack’ will give you 
all the information you need on how 
the Partnership operates.  You are 
always very welcome to participate 
in any of our project working groups 
or take part in our member exclusive 
forums  and events.   

* Members visit to the Houses of 
Parliament on  30-09-09 for only £10 



 

 

Achieving Partnership Working 

The Partnership has had many successes in delivering change and improvements to  
benefit the trading environment.  As well as dealing with issues which affect the town on 
a daily basis, the partnership looks at ensuring the longer term aspirations and needs of 
the business community are met. 

Recommendations and proposals come direct from the town centre business community 
and are channelled through working groups with a responsibility for the Environment; 
Access and Transport, Marketing and Promotions. Group members come with a variety 
of experiences, but all have one thing in common; a very keen interest in Ashford.  

We are pleased to list below, just a few of our achievements through partnership working: 

Achievements since 2007 

• £1m savings on business rates for 250 businesses affected by ring road disruption 

• Creation of a ‘Market Place’ with the relocation of Ashford Street Market to the 
Lower High Street. 

• Relaxation of town centre car park charges after 6pm (previously 7pm) to assist the 
evening economy 

• Use of partnership funds for events to raise footfall and vibrancy in the town centre, 
including the 2008 Winter Festival and Festive Lights which saw a 40%  increase in 
footfall  

• Production of 2007-8 and 2008-9 town centre guides 

• Production of 2009 Summer mini-guide to boost visitor numbers /footfall to Ashford 

• Production of new town centre map 

Enabling change through partnership working – be part of the process  

By joining as a member of the Ashford Town Centre Partnership you will feel proud 
in the knowledge that you are playing a key part in supporting the town where your 
business operates.  In addition, you will be able to enjoy a host of exclusive offers 
and opportunities (as over) that only partnership working can bring.   

OUR ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP RATES ARE:   

 Charities and community groups       £  30   +  VAT ����  

 Small Business   1 – 5 employees  £  99   +  VAT ����  

 Medium Business     6 – 11 employees  £125   +  VAT ����  

 Large Business                12 +  employees                           £175   +   VAT ����  

                  Please indicate your membership level and we will invoice for the fee. (Prices + VAT)  

 YOUR DETAILS 

 BUSINESS NAME………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………… 

 ADDRESS………………………………………………………………………………….…………………………………………. 

 …………………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………….…… 

 TEL NO ………….……………………………..…………… FAX NO …………………….…...……………….………………… 

 E-mail ……………………………….……………….………Website .………...………………..…………………………….…… 

 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF YOUR BUSINESS ……………………………….………..…..……………………………..……… 

 ………………………………………………………………………………………..…………..……………………………………. 

 Signature ……………………………..…………Print Name ……….………………………...…...Date…….…………………… 

2nd Floor, Ashford House 
County Square, Ashford 

Kent TN23 1YB 
Phone: 01233 664410 
Fax: 01233 662345 

Email: info@ashfordtcp.co.uk 
www.ashford.towntalk.co.uk 

SIGN UP FOR MEMBERSHIP- complete and return to the Ashford Town Centre Partnership 

Viv Kenny 

Town Centre Manager 

 e: viv@ashfordtcp.co.uk 


